
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coromandel Loop –Sunday 9th December 2018 

What a fantastic day, sunny skies with warm temperatures that provided the perfect riding conditions to tackle the 

Coromandel Loop. If there was one criticism, it would be that it was too hot but that’s what you get when wearing 

leathers, a hardship that we all must accept. 

An excellent turn-out with a total of 25 bikes, four from the Bay and Marlene and husband from Coromandel Town. 

Unfortunately, the postponed Poker Run organised by the East Coast Chapter coincided with the Coromandel Loop 

run. Thanks to those who joined us to show their loyalty to the Waikato Chapter. 

We left Road & Sport at 8.30am where we took a scenic route on secondary roads around the lakeshore of Lake 

Waikere. Fabulous biker roads with heaps of twisties and magic scenery. We met up with the Bay riders at the Kopu 

Pub before heading on up the Firth of Thames coast to Coromandel Town. The scenery riding up the coast was magic 

with heaps of boaties out enjoying the calm 

turquoise waters, people sunbathing on the 

sandy shores and very light traffic. Riding “the 

Loop” in a clockwise direction added a new 
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perspective and really maximised the views that were to be had. I think everyone who had a bike was out on Sunday 

as both sides of the main street in Coromandel were lined with bikes. Even had a group of wannabe Harley riders 

riding their scooters on a fund-raising ride all dressed in colourful regalia. 

 

From Coromandel we headed over the hill to Whitianga for lunch. Countless 35km and 25km per hour bends, no 

roadworks to be had and more amazing scenery. We really do live in God’s Zone and spoilt for choice for great biker 

rides to choose from. 

We decided to go our separate ways after refuelling at Whangamata, the Bay guys heading east and the rest of us 

back to the Waikato via the Hauraki Plains. 

A great day had by all, at least I really enjoyed it. A long ride, hence, the early start, having clocked up around 

400km’s and not getting back home until around 4.30pm. 

Thanks to everyone who came out on the day and for your companionship. It is a challenging ride, and everyone 

rode really well, even the newbies!! Thanks for a job well done to the Tail End Charlies, Andy Collins and Matt 

Bardsley. You both did a fantastic job helping the slower and lesser experienced riders to negotiate this reasonably 

difficult ride. 

Warrick Sargisson, Road Captain 

 

 

 

 

 

Marakopa/Awakino Junction Ride – 28 October 2018 

Despite the unfavourable weather forecast 9 hardy riders turned up for the Marakopa/Awakino Junction ride on 

Sunday, four riders from the BOP, the others from Hamilton and Cambridge. 

We departed under overcast skies stopping at Pirongia to purchase some lunch to be had at Marakopa, there being 

no eating places to be had in this remote seaside village. We encountered cloudy and sometimes foggy conditions 

with wet roads, so it was a steady as you go ride over the hills and through the twisties as headed off towards 

Kawhia then tuning south onto Harbour Road which took us around the scenic west coast bays. 



 

 

The weather turning dry and reasonably sunny once we arrived at Marakopa where we had lunch and chatted with 

the locals. Population of just 22 people and a very relaxed lifestyle enjoyed by the locals. 

 From Marakopa we headed over the hill onto a stretch of unsealed road which fortunately was dry but not dusty 

and presented no problems to negate. A quick stop over at the Waikawau Beach Tunnel. A tunnel constructed 

through the hill many years ago by the local farmers to drive their sheep through to the beach for shipping to the 

market. The trip from there on was on dry roads that are a bikers delight through to Awakino Junction for fuel and 

then onto Piopio for a coffee.  

This ride makes for a great ride through countryside that is infrequently visited and well off the beaten track. Very 

little traffic, awesome scenery, delightful twisties and somewhere that you would never consider going if in a car. If 

you haven’t done it, make sure you put it on your “bucket list”. It is well worth it! 

Matt suffered a flat rear tyre going back to the BOP over the Kaimai’s but thanks to Lance who had a 12v pump was 

able to make it back home.  A great ride had by all. 

Warrick Sargisson 

 

Festival of Lights Pukekura Park 

New Plymouth. January 19th overnighter ride, 2019. 

 We leave Cambridge on some great back roads where we end up 

in Bennydale for lunch. After lunch we carried on to the Awakino pub and stop there for hydration. They also have a 

visor cleaning table set up with spray and paper towels. Then, on our way to New Plymouth. When we are all 

checked in, it’s time to set up some tables, grab some beers and 

order some pizza underneath a 150-year-old pohutukawa tree. 

Then along came a gentleman by the name of David who asked if 

we could take his 80-

year-old mother for a 

ride on a Harley as this 

was on her bucket list of 

things to do and she 

would really love to go 

for a ride. So, discussion 

took place about who 

was going to take her and 

how the hell we were going to get her on the bike! With all that 

sorted and ‘super nan’ on the bike off she went! She had a 

great ride which made her day!! As it got dark, we were 

ready for the Festival of Lights and headed off to Pukekura 

Park. It was a great family atmosphere with everyone 

enjoying the display. The next morning, we headed up 

Mount Taranaki/Egmont for coffee and food. On the way 

home we stopped in Mokau for whitebait fritters. The 

looked good! Then homeward bound with one final stop in 



 

 

Otorohanga. Great weekend with awesome people. The weather was good! Till 

next time!  

 

 

Poker Run 2018 

Te Poi Dinner Ride October 2018 

It looked like rain for the evening, however we were lucky enough 

to not get a single drop to dampen the spirits. 

An invitation was extended to East Coast Chapter and it was good to see Mike Ranstead, Director of the East Coast 

Chapter there with a big grin on his face.  12 bikes with 13 aboard left Tauranga bound for Te Poi.  These bikes were 

led by Lance Potaka, with Matt Bardsley as TEC, the only Waikato Chapter members to appear for the first of Day 

Light Saving Dinner Rides.  We picked up another East Coast member from Tirau as we came down the Waikato side 

of the Kaimai’s. 

4 bikes left Road & Sport led by John Burr with Dave Webby as TEC. 

It was an uneventful but pleasant ride to Matamata and then along Hinuera Road, Hopkins Road to SH 29.  As we 

approached Hinuera, someone had dug up the road!!!  It wasn’t like that on Saturday.  Extremely quick to disrupt to 



 

 

road, however I suspect it will take some time to repair.  As I led these riders through the gravel, my thoughts went 

out to an East Coast member riding a brand-new CVO Street Glide.   

Our hosts Mark and his wife were great, having already entertained Denise and Rex Collins, often referred to as Two 

Scoops or now ‘Bikeless’ as their bike as not arrived back from their recent tour of USA.  Somewhere along the line 

we picked up some extra’s as I counted 14 members of East Coast and 7 Waikato members. 

A pleasant evening socialising with great company, good 

food and liquid refreshments served as usual.  The Big Cow is 

always a great place to call in to when travelling through the 

area. 

As we left Te Poi Tavern, the rain clouds looked even more 

threatening than before, however once again dry roads over 

the Kaimai’s. I hope this was the same for our colleagues 

from Hamilton and other Waikato areas.   

A very nice evening to be out on the highway with your knee’s in the breeze. 

Looking forward to more Dinner Rides.  Lance P 

Manukau Heads Lighthouse Ride Saturday 9th February.  

Well after meeting at Road and Sport TeRapa we all set off heading north.12 bikes and 3 pillions. 

On to the expressway at Horotiu and back onto S/H 1 at Taupiri. 

Once through Huntly and the roadworks at TeKauwhata, we cruised up the expressway and turned off at Pokeno and 

headed for Tuakau and then around the back of Puke Hill and on to Waiuku where we stopped at the Z service 

station for refreshments before carrying on up to the Lighthouse. 

Once there we parked up and had our first strenuous exercise for the day as it was a pretty mean walk uphill to the 

lighthouse. Quite a popular place as the car park was fairly full but enough room for our Harley’s. 

After about half an hour of catching up on a bit of the local history it was time to head off home again via Waiuku 

and Tuakau and then across the Waikato river and follow S/H 22 back to Rangiriri and through to Huntly on the back 

road. 

Once we arrived at Huntly we split up and headed off in different directions to our respective home destinations. 

I’m sure everyone had a great ride as I did. Great bunch of people to enjoy the day with. 

As Road Captain for the day I thank everyone for being part of the day and look forward to the next one. 

My thanks to Steve for being Tail End Charlie and also to our Head Road Captain Ash for his valuable help and input. 

Cheers, Ted. (Road Captain for the day) 

Waikato HOG ride   19th August 2018 

 I headed off from South of Rotorua at 8:30am and 0 degrees to get to Hamilton for a 10am arrival.  Started to warm 

up after Tirau but then into some fog.  To be expected at this time of year.  There were five riders waiting outside 

Road and Sport when I arrived.  I introduced myself.  The number of riders increased to eleven.  They were from 

Hamilton and Tauranga.  Lance, our Ride Leader for the day, ran through the rules for the ride. Ash and Rodger? 



 

 

were the tail end Charlies.  Lance sounded the two-minute departure horn blast and it was time to gear up and start 

our bikes. 

The weather was fine and the road dry.  A good 

combination for a ride. 

We headed off through Temple View on Tuhikaramea 

Road.  Left into Kakaramea Road stopping at Pirongia 

where another rider joined the group.  Off again down 

Ormsby Road, Kawhia Road to Otorohanga. Turn right 

on SH 3 towards Te Kuiti then left onto Otewa Road 

then right onto Old Te Kuiti Road, which turns into Mangarino Road just before rejoing SH3 just south of the 

Waitomo Caves intersection. On to the Te Kuiti BP for coffee. 

After 20 minutes Lance’s two toots signalled time to prepare to move off.  Next stop Whakamaru. 

Head down SH30 (Waitete Road) turning left at the intersection with Kopaki Road.  Through Benneydale and on to 

Whakamaru. Lunch at the Dam Café. 

I guess the interesting people we met on the ride was initiated when we hear a crash sound and one of our group 

say that a car has hit the Keep Left sign on the median strip and is now at the G.A.S Petrol station.  Sure enough, the 

sign is on the roadside.  Next minute the car is upon us.  Female driver obviously in an abnormal state of 

mind.  Perhaps fried by booze, drugs or a combination of both.  But then again, it may be normal behaviour for her, 

who am I to judge?  Asked if we knew the gang from Gizzi.  As fast as she came, she reversed back towards the petrol 

station.  Luckily there were no cars or motorcycles coming around the corner.  Then she is back again, this time 

driving against the traffic to hang out her window looking at us with lust.  Another quick reverse back to the 

intersection with her door open.  Then off she heads towards Mangakino.   

The Poker card draw was obviously a set up because I had the winning card.  Don’t know how the 2 of Spades can be 

a winner. . .  

I left the ride and headed home while the rest of the group headed off to the Okoroire Pub with the Hamilton, 

Tauranga riders going their own way from there. 

This was my first outing with the Waikato HOG.  Although the speed was slower than I would usually ride I did enjoy 

the outing and the friendliness of the group.  I look forward to the next ride.  

Regards Dave Knapman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Ride Saturday 14th July 2018 

I have the task of giving an overview of our Waikato HOG Chapter  

It was with a very big smile on my face that I woke up Saturday Morning to “No 

Rain”……..Man do we deserve some better skies in this paradise we call home. 

It’s been so long since we have been out for a decent ride that Julie and I had 

almost forgot which side the clutch was on. 

Blasted into Road and Sport and met up with the team for the day, ended up 

being a pretty decent turn out with 17 bikes in total for the day. 

This ride was Maurice’s official debut ride as a brand-new Road Capitan      …and what a great 

job he did. With John Burr as TEC we hit the road at 10.30am  

We took the back roads up through Te Kowhai to our first stop at Te Kauwhata. After a quick Coffee we saddled up 

again and hit the road for our next destination. 

This was an interesting stop at the Thames Model 

Barn  just out of Thames …..never seen so many weeny 

tractors in my life…lots of collectable model cars and 

trucks as well  (funny …I thought Maurice meant 

Models…as in ladies…..Dam…maybe next time) 

After we had all had a look around, we jumped on again and head straight into 

Thames to the Thames Wholesale Fisheries for a Fush & Chup lunch on the Wharf…… 

A great feed as always from this cool spot. With all appetites sorted …cards drawn 

and a couple of Chapter pics we 

hit the road once again. Next 

stop was the Barn From 

Yesteryear. This was a fantastic 

experience and a museum that is well worth anyone’s time to 

have a wander. From historical Speedway memorabilia, rustic 

farm machinery, 

collectable signage, …”it 

just goes’ on and 

on”…..what a great idea 

as a HOG day stop off.  

After everyone had their fill of Race-cars, Relics and Rust we mounted up again 

and twisted the throttle’s through to Paeroa Tavern for a quick lubrication (cup 

of Tea) and our final goodbyes for the day. 

I still can’t believe we managed the whole day with virtually no rain on our heads for the ……fantastic. Mind 

you…..the roads were absolutely filthy …..and guess who is the bike wash babe in our house …..( geeze it was cold in 

my bikini that night). All in all. a great day with around 230 kms. some safe and enjoyable riding and a big credit to 

Maurice on his debut RC duties  

See you next time everyone ….come on sunshine ……. 

Mat  



 

 

 

Ride Around Rotoma – Sunday 13 January 

The weather forecast said a 56% chance of rain, and we were 

almost lucky. The stats: 12 bikes, 3 pillion passengers, 11 blokes, 3 

ladies (one lady rider) and 1 teenager.  

 

 

The Hamilton contingent met the Tauranga riders at Tirau  Primary 

School. We headed for Rotorua via the Waiotapu Loop road, stopping at 

the Urbano Bistro for lunch Following lunch we headed around Lake 

Rotoma, on through the back-country roads of Manawahe to Matata and 

then on to Tauranga.  

The last stop was at the Mill House at Tauriko, for refreshments and 

farewell, before we headed back home. Tauriko has certainly grown since last time I was there.  

We had a good mix of windy roads and straights – don’t forget to pay your tolls!  The closer Mark and I got to 

home, the darker the clouds became.  As we hit the Cambridge expressway down came the rain.  It 

stopped just as we got to Tamahere! It did make cleaning off the bugs easier!  

Thanks to Lance for organising the ride and to David and Brian, our TEC’s.  

Safe riding. See you next time, Miriam & Mark 

Waiuku Historic Pub Ride. 23rd September 2018 

Part 1 

The day started with a 9:45am briefing at Road and Sport. I spent some time admiring the bikes 

while we waited for everyone to turn up and I couldn’t help but laugh when I noticed the “No Fat 

Blokes” sticker on one lady’s bike.  

Twenty-eight bikes including some new riders departed for Lake Kainui and then on to Huntly West 

and Glen Massey to start the days’ riding. It was a brilliant spring day and we passed a lot of riders 

going in the other direction who were obliviously also making the most of the great  weather.   

What I really enjoyed was exploring our own back yard aspect of the ride, as quite a few of the 

roads we went on were roads that we had not been on before and were the roads less travelled. Up 

in the hills around Glen Massey there were some am azing views across rural NZ on such a clear day 

and there is a real pleasure in going somewhere you have never been before and doing it on a 

Harley makes it even better.  

We stopped at the Kentish Hotel for lunch and although 

the staff was not expecting so  many people all at once on 

top of the bookings they already had, they did a great job 

of organizing everyone quickly with drinks and bar food. 

The Kentish Hotel has long history and boasts the longest 

running continuous bar licence in NZ, so it’s well wor th a 

look if you are in the area.  

After lunch we headed off to gas up and then headed home through Pukekohe, Bombay and 

Mangatawhiri with a final stop at Tahuna but this was when the previously well grouped ride 



 

 

separated into two groups. I was in the fron t of the pack and so my ride went relatively to plan, but 

we had been through some busy intersections so the riders were forced to spread out and it was not 

until we stopped later on that I noticed half the riders were missing. So here I will pass you over  Ash 

for the other side of the ride....     Rex  

Part 2  

I agree with Rex, it was a good ride over the hills and onto Waiuku.  

The group separated directly after our fuel stop at Waiuku.On departing the fuel station one of our 

bikes decided to stall, and "have rest on its side”. It  was quickly up righted and the rider in the 

saddle again to enjoy the rest of the day's ride. I lead the ride off as the other half of the group had 

already departed. A few kilometres into the ride and we had a corner marker on my  right, off we 

went to Pukekohe and as they say, “just  keep riding straight and you will come across another 

corner marker”, but  no, there was none. I stopped to check the information with our T.E.C ’s  to find 

we had gone past a corner way back and we had s kirted around the route Maurice our Road Captain 

was taking. At this point we decided it better to go ahead than go back and try to catch up group, as 

they would have been at least 30 minutes ahead of us at this time.  We rode on past the B.P Service 

Station at the "Bombay Autobarn" taking the turn onto the Southern motorway to turn left onto 

Highway 27, where we stopped hoping to see Maurice and the rest of the group.  I then decided to 

go directly to Ngatea to stop for a leg stretch.  All refreshed we were off again over one of the 

swamp road to join onto Highway 27.  As we approached the Tee intersection onto Highway 27  we 

saw a group of H.Ds riding past and low and behold it was Maurice and the rest of the group.  We 

rejoined them to follow onto the Tahuna Tavern where we all had time to catch up,  refresh and say 

our good-byes. 

Great group of riding Buddies,  some went straight,  we went right, but all good in the end.  

 

Catch you all soon, Ash 

 

Meet Your 2019 – 2020 Executive Committee…. 
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Deane Blaikie       
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Treasurer:  
David Yeo       
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& Editor: 
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Janice Blaikie 

Head Road Captain: 

Lance Potaka 

Safety Officer: 
Nigel Hesford 

Activities Officer:  
John Burr 
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Rides calendar….this is up and live on the Chapter Website and the Member Jungle app 

http://www.waikatohog.co.nz/  

Great Northern Muster…this is coming up on the 26th-28th October in Rotorua. More information can be found at 

https://thegreatnorthernmuster.nz/ 

THE GREAT NORTHERN MUSTER 
ROAD AND SPORT RIDE 

ROTORUA 26 - 28 OCTOBER 
REGISTRATIONS REMINDER 

Just a little reminder that there are just 54 Days left to go for The Great Northern Muster in Rotorua.  Registration 

will close on 14 Oct and there will be no ticket sales at the event. Rally’s like this are major part of what HOG is built 

on and for events such as this to continue in the future, the support that is obtained from local and National HOG 

members is very important. 

There are plans to have a Road and Sport led ride and they are inviting Waikato Chapter Members to ride along. 

Departing Road and Sport on the 25th of October at 1pm, heading to Turangi for the night and staying at the 

Tongariro Lodge so make sure you get in quick and book a room. Stands up early on the 26th and continuing to 

Rotorua for the main event, again make sure you jump in and book accommodation, so you do miss out. 

The route:  

Day one 3hr 26 minutes and 257 km’s    Day two 3hr 20 minutes and 263 km 

                        

       

So please, go to http://thegreatnorthernmuster.nz   sign up and get yourself ready to ride, and don’t forget to book 

your accommodation in Rotorua. Then register for the Chapter group ride via Member Jungle or email 

assistantdirector@waikatohog.co.nz to let us know you want to join your fellow Chapter Members for a great ride.  

We would like to invite all H.O.G. members and friends throughout New Zealand, Australia and beyond, to this open 

event that promises to be a fantastic weekend in Rotorua. 

We acknowledge the sponsorship of H-DMC and H.O.G, but the success will be measured by your support, on the 

rides to and from the event, and the fun that we all will have. 

http://www.waikatohog.co.nz/
https://thegreatnorthernmuster.nz/
http://thegreatnorthernmuster.nz/
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CHAPTER FACEBOOK 

The Executive Committee are pleased to announce that a Chapter Facebook Group has 

been set up and is ready for Chapter members to join. This be for Chapter members only. 

If you have a Facebook profile you are welcome to search for ‘WAIKATO HOG Chapter 

Closed Group’.  You will have to ask to join and will be accepted if you are a current local 

Waikato Chapter member. 

This FB group is not a buy, sell or exchange group or a place where members can advertise 

their upcoming personal rides, but it is a place for Chapter rides, upcoming Chapter/HOG 

events, photos of Chapter rides, and even your HOG/Harley related photos can be 

approved to be uploaded.  The FB group will be closely monitored, and any 

offensive, obscene or inappropriate posts will not be approved and uploaded.  The FB 

group administrators will remove any comments that they feel meet these criteria. 

We see this as another avenue of communication to members and we trust you enjoy the 

interaction with fellow Chapter members. 

 

H.O.G 2020 Rally: Watch this space http://www.thundermountainnz.com/ 

IMAGE/PHOTO DISCLAIMER:  

Any images taken by the Waikato HOG Chapter photographer or representative may be used for HOG Chapter 

Publications. Chapter publications include, but, are not limited to HOGWASH, Chapter Website (member’s area 

only), Chapter Photo Albums, HOG notice board at Sponsoring Dealership, or any International HOG Publication as 

deemed appropriate. The Waikato HOG Chapter acknowledge that all photos taken by the official or designated 

Chapter HOG Photographer are the property of the Chapter and will not be used for any other purpose than in 

Chapter HOG Publications (as detailed above). HOG Chapter photographs may not be copied or utilised by any other 

person unless specifically authorised to do so by the Waikato HOG Chapter Executive. If you do not wish to appear in 

any photograph or images taken by the HOG Chapter Photographer, it is the member and/or their guests 

responsibility to remove themselves from any image being taken, and inform the HOG Photographer that they do 

not wish to have any image of themselves taken or shown in any HOG publication. Notifications will need to be in 

writing addressed to, The Director, or emailed to, director@waikatohog.co.nz and accompanied by a photo of 

yourself, so photographs can be checked against images before publication. 

 DISCLAIMER The information in this magazine is supplied as a service for members. The opinions expressed are 

those of the Authors. The Waikato Harley Owners Group, HOG International and Road & Sport Harley-Davidson 

accept no responsibility for the accuracy of any of the articles. The editor reserves the right to rescind or alter any 

submitted article for publication in this magazine 

Final note… 

Please send your articles and photos to add to the next edition of our H.O.G. WASH. Also let us know if there is 

anything else you would like to see within these pages.  editor@waikatohog.co.nz 
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And finally, as promised at the AGM…..the colouring in page… (just for a bit of fun)… 

 

 



 

 

 

•ENGINE UPGRADES 
•DYNO DEALS 
•GROOMING 
•OIL CHANGE DEALS 
•WINTERISE FOR STORAGE 
•SIDE MOUNT NUMBER PLATES 

CALL 07 958 1413 TO BOOK. 
FINANCE OPTIONS AVAILABLE! 

 

LET THAT HARLEY® 
ROAR WARM YOU UP 
THIS WINTER WITH 
OUR SERVICE SPECIALS 

                          

 

https://www.roadandsport.co.nz
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